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A scene for two actors. Although male pronouns are used in the
script, performers of either gender may play the roles.
At open, Heath sits at his desk shuffling papers. Smith enters
and approaches Heath’s desk and after some moments of not
being noticed, clears his throat.
HEATH: Oh. Sorry. I didn’t see you come in. Are you here to
register?
SMITH: Yes. Uh … register.
HEATH: Sorry, but it’s been quite a morning. This is the biggest
crowd we’ve ever had for our Superhero convention. (phone
rings) Just a moment. I need to take this. (into the phone) Yes?
You can park it anywhere. No, really. They what? Look, the
Batmobile takes up three parking spaces, I know that, but he’s a
star, okay? No, don’t charge him triple for parking. (off the
phone) I’m really sorry. This dealing with superheroes for a
solid week … I mean, this is tricky. Now, what were you …
(the phone rings again) Sorry. (into the phone) Hello. He’s
what? No, no, let him go. Let him do it. I know that most of the
guests are entering the front door, but if Spiderman insists on
climbing up the side of the building then just deal with it, okay?
(off the phone) I apologize. This place is a madhouse. Okay,
now which of the Superhero events will you be attending?
SMITH: Is this the …
HEATH: The International Convention of Superheroes, yes. Now
which one did you come to see?
SMITH: Uh … well. None, really. I am a superhero.
HEATH: (a long stare, then) You? A superhero? I mean, I’m
sorry, but you know, you don’t exactly … you know …
SMITH: I don’t exactly look like a superhero.
HEATH: Yeah. Please don’t take offense.
SMITH: No. That’s okay. I get that a lot.
HEATH: So uh … I mean … just exactly who are you?
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SMITH: I’m … Hesitate Man.
HEATH: You’re what?
SMITH: Hesitate Man.
HEATH: That’s what I thought you said. Hesitate …
SMITH: … Man. Hesitate Man.
HEATH: And your superpower is … ?
SMITH: I … uh … you know … I hesitate.
HEATH: You hesitate.
SMITH: I hesitate.
HEATH: I don’t, uh … I don’t have you registered anywhere in

my records.
SMITH: That’s because I …
HEATH: … you hesitated too long.
SMITH: Yes. I hesitated. That happens a lot.
HEATH: And your costume?
SMITH: Well, I hesitate to tell you.
HEATH: I’m sure you do.
SMITH: … but I don’t really have a costume. I mean … this is
my costume.
HEATH: (a long pause, then) The Joker put you up to this, didn’t
he?
SMITH: Huh?
HEATH: The Joker. He’s always pulling things like this.
Batman’s Joker came up with this, right?
SMITH: Uh … no. I’m for real. This is me.
HEATH: Hesitate Man.
SMITH: Hesitate Man.
HEATH: Look … (but his phone rings again) (into the phone)
Yeah? Well shut it off! Just shut it off for a minute and let him
through. (off the phone) Iron Man can’t make it through the
metal detector. This place is driving me crazy. Okay, Mr. …
SMITH: Hesitate Man. You can call me Mister Hesitation for
short.
HEATH: Actually, that’s longer. Okay, now why are you … I
mean, how do you … uh … Hesitating is a super power?
SMITH: I think so. My parents think so. They’re superheroes,
too.
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HEATH: Your parents are superheroes?
SMITH: Yes. Distracted Man and Confused Woman.
HEATH: Distracted Man and Confused Woman.
SMITH: You’ve heard of them.
HEATH: No.
SMITH: Well, we’re a family of rather minor superheroes …

maybe not exactly super, but at least okay. Maybe you’ve heard
of my uncle … Lost Man?
HEATH: Lost Man? Where’s he?
SMITH: I don’t know. He’s lost. We’re all heroes in my family.
HEATH: “Okay” heroes.
SMITH: I guess that would be right.
HEATH: So listen, Mr. … uh … Hesitate Man, I mean how
exactly is that a super power? What exactly do you do?
SMITH: Do?
HEATH: Do. I mean, how can you save people or keep a meteor
from crashing into the planet or stop aliens from taking over the
Earth?
SMITH: Well … I hesitate to say.
HEATH: I’m sure you do.
SMITH: No, no … it’s just that … well, just last week the city of
Chicago was about to be eaten by a large amphibian that had
morphed into a monster due to a radiation spill in Canada and
so I zipped up to Chicago.
HEATH: You flew?
SMITH: Amtrak. I hesitate to fly.
HEATH: Oh. Go on. Then what?
SMITH: Well, I hesitated until the Hulk and Superman showed
up and saved the town.
HEATH: You’re kidding me.
SMITH: Not at all. It worked. I hesitated and Chicago was saved.
The Cubs even won that day.
HEATH: Look, I think maybe you’d better … (phone rings) I’ve
got to take this. (into phone) Now what? He what? Well check it
as he goes by. Look fast. (off the phone) It’s the Flash. He’s
going so fast they can’t check his nametag. Look, Mr. Hesitate,
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