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(The copyright laws protect this selection. It is illegal to reproduce 
this document by any process. The only real protection for those who 
produce this material for your use is the good faith in your integrity. 
Thank you.) 

 
 Last Fourth of July I went to a patriotic celebration at a 
local park. There were all the things you might expect for an 
Independence Day celebration: flags, a band, and a speaker. The 
speaker was a man who had served in three different wars as 
part of our armed forces. Wearing his former military uniform 
he made a dashing figure  and spoke eloquently, urging us to be 
“… ever ready to again take up arms in the fight for freedom.” I 
enjoyed listening to him. It seems that I need to be reminded 
every so often of the terrors of men killing each other … and the 
willingness of the many who have put forth their very lives for 
the principles upon which our country is founded. I need that 
speech every so often.  
 There is another speech I think I need to hear. I need to 
listen to someone speak eloquently about a new threat to 
freedom. Or perhaps, an old threat in new disguise. 
 It seems in recent years that freedom has become the 
responsibility of those who wear a uniform and tote a gun. The 
tacit assumption is that a threat to freedom is in the form of a 
foreign army outfitted with tanks and planes and ships and 
missiles. The enemy can be plotted on a map and their 
movements observed … and, hopefully, all of that is to be done 
on someone else’s soil. It’s been over a hundred years since a 
battle was fought within our nation’s boundaries. No war? No 
problem. But … wouldn’t it be ironic … wouldn’t it be 
frightening … if the biggest threat to freedom came from the 
free people themselves, not dressed in military garb, but looking 
like the everyday citizens they are? 
 The world around us gets a little scary … crime, drugs, 
gangs … perversions of all kinds. As these elements get more 
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