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Chris is patiently waiting when Billy enters. 
 
CHRIS: You’re late - again! Do you know what time it is? 

BILLY: Hey, the little hand is still near the 10 (Use present 
hour.) I’m not that late! 

CHRIS: You’re 20 minutes late. 

BILLY: Hey, if I’m only 20 minutes late … I’m 10 minutes 
early. 

CHRIS: That’s for sure. You’re usually a half hour late. I guess 
I should be thankful. Why can’t you be on time once in 
a while? You know we have to rehearse today. 

BILLY: Chris! Partner! You are so good at what you do, you 
can do it all in the time we have remaining. You’re the 
best actor I’ve ever worked with. No problem. We’ll 
get it done, and I’ll work extra on my own just to make 
sure we look good. 

CHRIS: OK, never mind. Let’s get to work. If I blow a fuse 
every time you do something irresponsible, the whole 
city would be dark. In our last show, our timing was a 
little off on the politics bit. Vaudeville is nothing if it 
isn’t timing. Want to run through that? 

BILLY: No. Let’s work on some new stuff for a change. I’ve 
written some new scripts and I was late because I 
stopped and made a copy for you. Here. 

CHRIS: (doesn’t take it) (folds arms) Why do you do this? Why 
do you insist on changing our act? We have one of the 
most popular vaudeville acts on the circuit! Why mess 
with it! Leave it alone! 

BILLY: Sure we’ve been doing OK but people come back 
because you have new stuff. They don’t want to hear 
the same old, same old! Pamper me. Just try it. 
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CHRIS: Let’s don’t argue this again. We’ve debated it 100 
times. 

BILLY: 87! 

CHRIS: What? 

BILLY: 87 times. I kept track. 

CHRIS: Hey. A compromise. Let’s work on the present stuff 
and then I’ll try it … for a few minutes. 

BILLY: Fair enough! OK, from the top: “Ah, vaudeville!” 

CHRIS: “Ah, vaudeville!” 

BILLY: “I saw my congressman the other day.” 

CHRIS: “Oh, where was he?” 

BILLY: “On TV. He’s the only one ever to be on ‘Face the 
Nation’ wearing a mask! He has the courage of his 
connections!” 

CHRIS: “You ever try to pin-down a politician in Washington? 
They always pass the buck.” 

BILLY: “They do a lot of buck passing in Washington but they 
do a lot of buck keeping, too! Hey, did you hear about 
the mirror in the men’s restroom at the Capitol?” 

CHRIS: “No, what about it!” 

BILLY: “You say, ‘Mirror, mirror on the wall. Who’s the 
fairest of them all?’ And the mirror says, ‘I don’t 
remember!’ ” 

CHRIS: “You shouldn’t make fun of our elected officials. Our 
congress-persons are making laws to combat 
criminals.” 

BILLY: “The only way to combat criminals is to quit voting 
for them! You ever had a desire to enter politics?” 

CHRIS: “Well, I had a teacher who thought I should.” 

BILLY: “Really! What did your teacher tell you?” 

CHRIS: “She said, ‘You’ll never grow up to be president but 
with your absentee record you might make it in the 

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



4 HAVE YOU HEARD THE ONE? 
 

senate!’ ” 

BILLY: “I think there are too many politicians on the honor 
system.” 

CHRIS: Hold it. That’s the spot that needs work. We need a 
better transition. It just jumps too much. 

BILLY: What do you mean? I think it’s just fine. It’s my line 
and I think it’s just fine the way it is. 

CHRIS: Well, it isn’t just fine. You’re the one who always 
wants to change things. Why not change that? 

BILLY: Because it doesn’t need changing. 

CHRIS: OK. OK. I just thought we could fine-tune this sketch 
and get a little more out of it. 

BILLY: The line doesn’t need more out of it. You know the 
problem? You are too good of an actor. You’re much 
better than I. You see the really fine nuances of a line 
but I have to deliver them just like an ordinary actor. 
And I don’t think I can get any more out of this one. 

CHRIS: Well, all right. Let’s move ahead. 

BILLY: “I think there are too many politicians on the honor 
system: Yes, your honor. No, your honor!” 

CHRIS: “Yeah, I think the politicians are the ones who write 
the descriptions on the back of garden seed packages!” 

BILLY: You know, Chris, I never really liked that line. Maybe 
it should be tossed out. 

CHRIS: What? I get one laugh line and you want to change it? 
To what? 

BILLY: I’ll say, “Do you know why a politician is like the 
Amazon River?” and you say, “No, why?” I answer, 
“Because they both start out small and humble and end 
up with a big mouth!” Whata ya think? 

CHRIS: You take away one of my few laugh lines, and put in 
another for yourself? 

BILLY: Chris, Chris … who’s counting? The audience doesn’t 
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