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Cast: Chandler, Langston, Mortimer 

Langston is seated at his desk. Mortimer sits beside him. He’s 
doing nothing else, just sitting. Parts are referred to as “he” but 
may be played by actors of either gender. 
 

CHANDLER: (entering) Excuse me. Is this (consults a card) 
“Specialty Furnishings”? 

LANGSTON: Yes. Could I help you? 
CHANDLER: Well, I’m new in town … you know, an empty 

apartment and I was … 
LANGSTON: You wanted to furnish it with something 

interesting.  
CHANDLER: Exactly.  
LANGSTON: Then this is the place.  
CHANDLER: Great. (looking around) But … I mean … I don’t 

see any furniture. Is there a display room 
somewhere else? 

LANGSTON: No. This is it.  
CHANDLER: Then what do you … 
LANGSTON: This is Specialty Furnishings. Maybe you’re 

looking for a plain old furniture store. 
CHANDLER: Yes … no … I mean, I want something a little bit 

classy, you know? Something that maybe other 
people wouldn’t have? 

LANGSTON: Then this is the place. 
CHANDLER: But where are your …  
LANGSTON: (pointing to Mortimer) Right here.  
CHANDLER: Him? Who’s he? 
LANGSTON: Mortimer.  
CHANDLER: Mortimer? 
LANGSTON: Mortimer. Say hello, Mortimer.  
MORTIMER: Hello. Nice to see you. 
CHANDLER: He’s … he’s your furnishings? 
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LANGSTON: Specialty furnishings. Mortimer is just what you 

need to spiff up any home.  
CHANDLER: You … you sell him? 
LANGSTON: Lease. Oh, you can lease him for as long as you 

like. Some people have kept him for years. One 
lady just rents him for the holidays.  

CHANDLER: But what’s he, you know, do? What’s he do? 
LANGSTON: If you want charm he adds charm. You want 

class, Mortimer is the king of class.  
CHANDLER: I’ve … uh … I’ve never seen anything like this.  
LANGSTON: Isn’t that nice, Mortimer? 
MORTIMER: That’s nice.  
LANGSTON: Mortimer thinks that’s nice.  
CHANDLER: I know. I heard him.  
LANGSTON: So what did you have in mind? 
CHANDLER: I still don’t understand. 
LANGSTON: No problem. We’ll demonstrate. What sort of … 

“feel” were you looking for? 
CHANDLER: Feel? 
LANGSTON: Atmosphere … ambiance. What sort of mood do 

you want to create for your apartment? 
CHANDLER: Well … I’d say maybe … refined? 
LANGSTON: Refined. Very well. Mortimer? 
(Mortimer stands, walks apart for a moment, mentally 
preparing himself, going through a few small calisthenics, 
moves the chair to a slightly new position, then gently sits, 
assuming a highly refined posture.) 
CHANDLER: That’s it? 
LANGSTON: What do you mean? 
CHANDLER: He just sits there … like a potted plant? 
LANGSTON: Mortimer requires no watering.  
CHANDLER: But I mean … 
LANGSTON: Think of having guests over with something like 

this in your living room.  
CHANDLER: Uh … yeah. That’s just what I’m thinking. 
LANGSTON: Perhaps another look? 
CHANDLER: What? 
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LANGSTON: Something else? Mortimer’s quite versatile. 
CHANDLER: Well … maybe … dramatic? 
LANGSTON: Excellent choice! Mortimer! Dramatic! 
(Mortimer’s face becomes intense, he stands, he dramatically 
tosses the chair to one side, strides over to Chandler and lays 
him back into a tango pose.) 
CHANDLER: Wow.  
LANGSTON: Impressive, right? 
CHANDLER: That’s … uh … that’s certainly one word for it. 

(untangling himself) Perhaps something a bit 
more subtle. I’m new in the neighborhood and 
don’t want to scare off my guests.  

LANGSTON: Might I suggest … intellectual? 
CHANDLER: (shrugs) Why not? 
LANGSTON: Mortimer! Intellectual!  
(Mortimer assumes a thoughtful pose, scratches his chin, looks 
at Chandler, walks around him, then …) 
MORTIMER: I’ve been thinking. 
CHANDLER: Yes? 
MORTIMER: It isn’t so much want we want out of life but 

what life requires of us. More than just a give 
and take, it more closely resembles a push and 
shove. Of course the ancient Greeks were first to 
propose this with the development of the 
Dominican columns at the Acropolis.  

CHANDLER: What did he say? 
LANGSTON: Does it matter? Think of the intellectual aura he 

brings to any room. 
CHANDLER: I guess you’re right.  
LANGSTON: Test him. Please. You’ve only begun to plumb 

the depths of Mortimer’s ability.  
CHANDLER: He doesn’t mind? 
LANGSTON: It’s his life.  
CHANDLER: Oh. I suppose it is. You know, I’ve always led a 

rather quiet life. I’d always hoped that something 
… How do I put it? … fun-loving and happy 
would come my way. 
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