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(Copyright laws protect this selection.  It is illegal to reproduce 
this document by any process.  The only real protection for 
those who produce this material for your use is the good faith in 
your integrity.  Thank you.) 
 

Next week!  I can’t put it off any longer.  Play try-outs 
are next week and I have to prepare a scene that will show off 
my best stuff.  But what?  Ahhh, this is going to be tough.  If I 
had talent, I could pick any dramatic or comedy scene and be 
OK.  The trick is to pick just the right work to get me a part in 
the school play and at the same time hide the fact that I have no 
talent. 

This year I just have to get a part.  I know Emily Sue 
Fitzhaven will get the lead, and if I get a part that means that I 
will get to spend every evening for a month with her.  Well, not 
exactly with her.  I’d get to spend every evening near her.  
That’s good enough ... So. I need to pick a scene ... a scene so ... 
so ... spectacular that the director will stop the try-outs, stand 
and applaud ... and yell “Bravo!” Hmmmmm.  It better be a real 
humdinger of a scene. 

(looks at imaginary book) The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare.  Ought to be something in here.  Ahh.  
What luck.  The first play I see is just perfect for me.  
Shakespeare’s Hamlet!  It has everything I need.  A strong 
leading man.  High drama!  A better than average writer.  OK.  
OK.  Here we go! (clears throat) Ahumm.  A hummm.  “To be 
or not to be.  What is the question ?”... That doesn’t make any 
sense.  Oh, “That is the question.” I’ll try it again.  “To be or 
not to be, that is the question.  Whether tis nobler in the mind to 
suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune ...” Huh.  I 
wish I had an outrageous fortune. 

But maybe I’m not reading this right.  What if the 
director is looking for a  mature, sophisticated leading man. 
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